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to the British government had become absolutely
necessary; for, with the disposition evinced by the
Poona court, it was evident that any investiga-
tion, which might now be set on foot by its au-
thority, would be the merest mockery in the
world. It was most fortunate that the Governor-
general's instructions, warranting such an advance
of demand, arrived at the particular juncture; for
Bajee Bao was still evidently hesitating between
the surrender of his favourite and the rupture of
the alliance; and the obloquy attending the for-
mer alternative seemed to have by far the most
weight with him. At one time he had resolved
to make common cause with Trimbukjee, and
relays of horses had been placed for. their joint
flight from the capital; from which course he
was dissuaded only by Gokla, a southern jageer-
dar, and one of the best military officers in his
service. The second memorial of the 4th of
September, with the Governor-general's letter,
found the Peshwa in this state of "suspense ; and
it was further communicated on the part of the
Resident, that unless Trimbukjee should be seized
in the course of the following day, the alternative
threatened would be resorted to. His eyes seem
to have been opened by this communication to the
real danger of his situation. Nearly the whole
of the night of the 4th of September was spent in
consultation with the Bhao, Gokla, and another